complement the serum-protein content of the complement dilutions decreases steadily. It can be kept constant by making dilutions from an initial 1 in 10 dilution of an active complement with another 1 in 10 dilution of the same complement inactivated. The MHD (titre) is then found to be higher. This MHD may be used in critical work and for detecting weak reactions.
A similar effect is produced by adding serum proteins from the sera in the test proper. 2, 3 and 5 MHD of the complement added in the test, thus, yield more than the quantity indicated. Contrary to the common belief a normal serum, as a rule, is not anticomplementary but procomplementary. Further, the normal serum also protects the complement from the anticomplementary action of the antigen. Let us suppose the MHD is 1 in 60.
(1) A dilution containing 5 MHD in a volume (the standard volume used for the titration and the test) would be 5 in 60 = 1 in 12 = complement 1 part + saline 11 parts.
(2) A dilution containing 4 MHD in a volume would be dilution (1) 4 parts made up to 5 parts with saline, by adding saline 1 part. What was contained in 4 parts of dilution (1) 
